Interconnection regime expected to enhance competition on electronic communications market

Today, March 13, 2009, the Regulations on Interconnection has entered in force, having been approved by ANRCETI Administrative Board and published in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Moldova. The Regulations lays down the principles and procedure of interconnection between public electronic communications networks and services and of access to networks and associated facilities, including to the local loop.

The new normative document, developed by the Agency, had been subject to two-month-long consultations with the industry, approved by the working group dealing with the regulation of entrepreneurial activity and registered with the Ministry of Justice. The Regulations are aimed at ensuring equal and transparent conditions for interconnection and interoperability of public electronic communications networks and services, efficient use of the facilities available meant to ensure that the users of one network can access the users of another.

Unlike the previous version, the new document sets forth clear obligations of networks interconnection for providers designated by the Agency as having significant market power, which imply transparency and non-discrimination in relation to other market players, making publicly available reference interconnection offers, cost orientation of interconnection prices, specific terms for negotiation and singing interconnection agreements.

Another new element of the Regulations is a compartment setting forth the principles and procedure of access to associated facilities, including to the local loop. So, the providers designated as having significant market power on the local loop market shall provide access to it under non-discriminatory conditions, to all other providers requesting it . They shall also publish a reference offer indicating the minimum set of local loop access services, prices and conditions.

The Agency considers that the enforcement of the new regulations will remove barriers to market entry and will enhance competition on electronic communications network and service market. This will foster the development of broadband Internet access, VoIP and multimedia services, which will certainly be a gain for end-users.

According to the Law on Electronic Communications the interconnection of networks means the physical and logical linking of public electronic communications networks used by the same provider or different providers in order to allow the users of one provider to communicate with the users of the same or another provider, or to access the services of a third provider. The local loop means the physical circuit connecting the network termination point at the subscriber's premises to the main distribution frame or an equivalent facility of a public electronic communications network.
March 13, 2009
ANRCETI Press Service
